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Dr. Lush is the Special Assistant for Acquisition Initiatives, in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology & Logistics)/Acquisition Resources and Analysis.  She serves as the Principal Advisor to the Director, Acquisition Resources and Analysis and other senior leadership regarding Acquisition Reform and Acquisition Process initiatives.  
Prior to her current assignment, Dr. Lush was the Deputy Director for Acquisition Management leading the OUSD(AT&L) organization supporting the Defense Acquisition Board’s Executive Secretary function for the Milestone Decision Review process.  Her responsibilities included, but were not limited to, drafting, coordinating, and obtaining USD(AT&L) approval of Acquisition Decision Memorandums for multi-billion dollar Major Defense Acquisition Programs (MDAPs); functional review and assessment of Technology Development Strategies, Acquisition Strategies, and Acquisition Program Baselines; and oversight of the periodic review and submission process for MDAP Selected Acquisition Reports and Unit Cost Reports (including critical cost breaches) required to be provided to Congress. 
Other past positions have included assignments as the Deputy Director for Defense Acquisition Business Enterprise Transformation and as the senior lead acquisition policy specialist in OUSD(AT&L) responsible for developing acquisition policies that support the effective delivery of advanced technology to the joint warfighter.  Dr. Lush has also served as a senior program analyst in the previous Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition Reform.  Additionally, she has held a variety of policy, acquisition, and procurement positions within the Department of the Army, including several within MDAP program management offices.  Dr. Lush has twice received (previous) Vice President Gore’s “Hammer” Award for Reinventing Government.  She is Level III qualified in Program Management.
In addition to her defense acquisition experience, Dr. Lush’s educational background includes research in innovation and creativity; individual and organizational learning; organizational behavior; and knowledge work facilitated via computer–mediated communication within online environments.  She is a lifetime member of the National Honor Society, Phi Kappa Phi.

